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MEMBERSHIP 

Any person with an interest in entomology shall be eligible for 
Ordinary Membership. Members of the Society include 
professional, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom 
receive the Society's News Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 


OBJECTIVES 

The aims of the Society are: 

<a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all 
aspects of entomology, 

(b) 

(c) 


(d) 


to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all 
identifiable Australian insect species, 

to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect 
species 

to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere 
all persons interested in entomology. 


MEETINGS 

The Society's meetings are held at Clunies Ross House, 
National Science Centre, 191 Royal Parade, Parkville, 
Victoria, at 8pm on the third Friday of even months, with 
the possible exception of the December meeting which may 
be held earlier. Lectures by guest speakers or members are 
a feature of many meetings at which there is ample 
opportunity for informal discussion between members with 
similar interests. Forums are also conducted by members 
on their own particular interest so that others may 
participate in discussions. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Ordinary Member.$14.00 

Country Member. $10.00 (100km ♦ from GPO) 

Student Member. $7.00 

Associate Member.$4.00 (No Magazine) 

No additional fee is payable for overseas posting by surface 
mail of the news bulletin. Associate Members, resident at the 
same address as, and being immediate relatives of an ordinary 
Members, do not automatically receive the Society's publications 
but in all other respects rank as ordinary Members. 






MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING, 20 OCTOBER 1989 

The President, M. Hunting, opened the meeting at 8.05pm. 


Apologies: 
Present: 


Minutes: 


R. J. Field, D. & J. Holmes. 

G. 6, Joy Burns, John Burns, P. Carwardine, 1 K. 
Clark, M. & P. Coupar, D. Crosby, L.K., & J. Dunn, 
I. Faithfull, A. S, E. Farnworth, P. Kelly, G. & 
D. Krake, T. New, D. & N. Stewart, R. Vagi, B. 
Vardy. K. Walker. 

Of the April general meeting ( Victorian 
Entomologist 19:47) and August general meeting 
( Victorian Entomolo gist 19:72) were passed 
(Kelly/Walker, Carwardine/Ke 1 1 y, respectively). 


Correspondence: Detailed and received (Walker/G. Burns). 


Treasurer's Report: G. Burns reported credit balances of 

$1996.16 (general acct.), $1751.49 (Le Souef 

Memorial Acct.) and $437.35 (Junior Encouragement 
Fund). There are at present 89 financial members. 
Received (Vardy/Crosby). 

Editor's Report: John Burns commented on production of the 
recent issue of the Victorian Entomologist . 

Excursions: P. Carwardine and John Burns outlined arrangements 
for the Green's Bush, Mornington, excursion to 
take place on 22 October. 


General business: 


a) Programme. The secretary informed members that refreshments 
would be available after the December members' night. 
Exhibits and notes are needed for that meeting. 

b) D. Crosby commented on recent steps taken to attempt to 
prevent mining exploration on Mt Piper, the site for rare 
Acrodipsas butterflies. 

c) K. Dunn showed a drawer of butterflies from Maryborough, 
including many reared species accompanied by pupa cases. 
He commented on the status of many of these. 

d) T. New: a copy of hiB new book on lacewings, the Planipennia 
volume in the Handbuck der Zoolocj ie series (de Gruyter, 
Berlin): approximate Australian price $17011 

In the absence of the scheduled speaker, Phillip Sutton 
(who was due to speak on the Flora and Fauna Guarantee), 
T. New gave an impromptu talk 'International Organisation 
of Insect Conservation'. After discussion, a vote of thanks 
was proposed by K. Walker. 

The meeting closed at 9.40 pm. 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING, 17 NOVEMBER 1989 


The President, M. Hunting, opened the meeting at 8pm. 

Apologies: M. & P. Coupar, D. Crosby, K. Walker. 

Present: G. & Joy Burns, John BurnB, P. Carwardine, P. 

Kelly, T. New B. Vardy. 

Minutes: of the September Council Meeting ( Vic. Ent . 19:73) 

were passed. (G. Burns.Joy Burns) 

The President announced the recent passing of a Founder 
Member of the Society, Mr Tom Greaves of 
Canberra. 

Correspondence: Detailed and received (John Burns/Vardy). 

Treasurer’s Report. G. Burns reported credit balances of 
$2030.01 (General Acct.), $1734.93 (Le Souef Memorial 
Fund) and $437.35 (Junior Encouragement Fund). There 
are 89 financial members. Received (Kelly/Vardy). 

Editor's Report. John Burns reported a need for more articles 
for forthcoming issues. Some discussion over 

production methods for the Victo ria n En t omo logist 
ensued, with several Council members ofTering to heTp 
in coordination of this. 

Excursions. John Burns reported briefly on the Green's Bush 
excursion. The possibility of an excursion to Braeside 
Park was considered, and will be discussed at the 
December meeting. 

General Business 

i) The J.C. Le Souef Memorial Award for 1989 was discussed, 
and Council accepted a recommendation from the Awards 
Committee that the Award be made to Dr Gunther Theischinger 
of Sydney. 

ii) Programme. Possible topics for the next meetings were 

discussed. December is a Members' night, with refreshments 
to follow. NOTE: There will be a small charge for 

refreshments . 

iii) Council discussed cooption of additional members to fill 
current vacancies. Approved, that the secretary invites 
two (specified) members to become members of council. Names 
were proposed separately (Kelly/John Burns, 
Kelly/Carwardine) and accepted unanimously. 

iv) Discussion was held on disbursement of the Junior Education 
Fund, and the needs for display cases, literature and basic 
equipment by schools and naturalist groups are to be further 
canvassed for discussion at the March Council meeting. 

v) Mt Piper mining exploration. Discussion was held over 
recent developments at Mt Piper and attempts to conserve 
its butterfly community. The Secretary to contact Broadford 
Council . 

The meeting closed at 9.10pm. 
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DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR NOMINATING ITEMS FOR LISTING UNDER THE FLORA 
AND FAUNA GUARANTEE ACT 19BB 


1. Introduction 

The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1980 provides for taxa 
(npcciea, genera etc.), ecological communities and potentially 
threatening processes to be added to or removed from schedules 
to the Act. This "listing" or "de-listing" enables threatened 
taxa and communities to be identified and managed to ensure their 
survival; and allows threatening processes which pose an 
immediate or potential threat to a range of flora and fauna to 
be identified and managed to minimise the threat. 

When a taxon or ecological community is added to Schedule 2 and 
a potentially threatening process is added to Schedule 3 of the 
Act there is an obligation to prepare an Action Statement (which 
identifies steps the Government will take to conserve the taxon 
or community or manage the potentially threatening process). 
Listed taxa and communities also receive certain legal 
protection. 

The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act requires that the criteria to 
determine eligibility for listing be established as a regulation. 
The draft criteria have been prepared and the regulation 
development process is under way. However, there is a legal 
requirement to allow public comments to be considered before the 
regulations can be finalised. This consultation could take over 
three months, so it will be some time before the Scientific 
Advisory Committee can formally act on nominations. However, the 
Committee is accepting nominations now and undertaking 
preliminary assessments so that formal recommendations can be 
made as soon as the regulations are finalised. 

2. Scope of the Guarantee 

The Flora and Fauna Guarantee (FFG) covers every type of plant 
and animal indigenous to Victoria. Under the Act, all living 
things must be classified as either "fauna" or "flora". the 
Guarantee therefore includes: 

. all mammals, reptiles, fiBh, birds and amphibians; 

. all insects, shellfish, worms, animal plankton etc.; 

. all trees, shrubs, grasses, ferns etc.; 

. all mosses, lichens, algae, plant plankton etc. 

The only organisms that are not included are those that are not 
native to Victoria, and organisms which are specifically excluded 
and placed in Schedule 1 of the Act (e.g. human disease 
organisms). 


3. Items that may be nominated 

Any person may nominate any of the following items for addition 
to or removal from the list: 

taxon: 

The FFG Act defines "taxon" as "a taxonomic group of 
any rank into which organisms are categorised." It 
may be a race, variety, subspecies, species, genus 
family etc. of flora or fauna. 
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Community: 

The FFG Act defines "community" as "a type of 
assemblage which is wholly or substantially made up 
of taxa of flora or fauna existinq together in the 
wild." Examples of ecological communities may include: 
the plants and animals of basalt plains grasslands; 
the plants and animals in the marine community of rocky 
shores dominated by filter feeders; 
the plantB and animals in an alpine swamp etc. 

an ec °l°gical community may be named after the most 
abundant or prominent species (e.g. seagrasn) it is the total 
assemblage of plants and animals that determines the uniqueness 
of the ecological community. It is this total assemblage that 
is subsequently the subject of any conservation action. 

potentially threatening process: 

The FFG Act defines thiB as "a process which may have 
the capability to threaten the survival, abundance or 
evolutionary development of any taxon or community of 
flora or fauna." Examples might include the spread of 
pest plants or animals or the draining of wetlands 
(general processes). 

4. Elig ibility for listi ng 

Th e Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 lays down basic rules 
determining eligibility for listing. There are: 

(1) A taxon or community of flora or fauna is eligible to be 
listed if it iB in a demonstrable state of decline which is 
likely to result in extinction or if it is significantly prone 
to future threats which are likely to result in extinction. 

(2) A taxon of flora or fauna which is below the level of sub¬ 
species and a community of flora or fauna which is narrowly 
defined because of its taxonomic composition, environmental 
conditions or geography is only eligible for listing if in 
addition to the requirements of sub-section (1) there is a 
special need to conserve it. 

(3) A potentially threatening process is eligible for listing 
if, in the absence of appropriate management, it poBes or haB 
the potential to poBe a significant threat to the survival or 
evolutionary development of a range of flora or fauna." 

Since the FFG Act is Victorian legislation, it refers to 
decline and extinction" in Victoria only. For example, if a 
taxon i b still present in other parts of the country, but is 
approaching extinction in Victoria, then it is eligible for 
listing. 

Nominations must deal with the Statewide distribution of an item. 
If a taxon or an ecological community is locally rare but common 
elsewhere in the State, then it is not necessarily eligible for 
listing. For example, a particular orchid species may be 
extremely rare on the Mornington Peninsula, but would not 
normally be eligible for listing if it wer^ common and not under 
threat elsewhere in Victoria. 


Making a nomination 
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The Act stateB that only nature conservation factors can be taken 
into account by the Scientific Advisory Committee in formulating 
its recommendations. Therefore, any reference in nominations to 
issues other than nature conservation ones will not be taken into 
account by the Committee. 

5.1 Contents and presentation of a nomination 

The purpose of an nomination is to present a case to the 
Scientific Advisory Committee to establish why a taxon or 
ecological community or potentially threatening process is 
eligible for listing or de-listing. In deciding how much 
information to include in a nomination, bear in mind that it is 
the responsibility of the nominator to present a reasonable case. 
The better the case is presented, the easier it is for the 
Committee to make a decision. 

The Committee is free to supplement any nomination with 
additional information gathered by other nominators, the 
Committee staff or referees. With the nominator's approval, the 
Committee may fill in minor gaps or correct small errors of 
presentation in the nomination. However, if a reasonable case 
is not presented in the first place it is hard to justify 
spending extra time on the nomination when many other well- 
presented cases will be awaiting consideration. The Committee 
has therefore identified the information it believes should be 
presented in a nomination to enable it to be processed speedily. 
The requirement to provide this information will soon be 
incorporated into regulations. 

If a nomination has major gaps, the nominator will be asked to 
fill them as a way of speeding up the process. If this is not 
done, and the committee cannot easily rectify any deficiencies, 
it is likely that the Committee will not be able to recommend in 
favour of the nomination. 

When deciding whether to prepare a nomination and how much 
information to put in it please bear the following points in 
mind: 


The listing process under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 
is not an alternative project assessment process like that 
provided by, for example, the environmental effects 
assessment process under the Environment Effects Act or the 
protected flora or fauna permit processes under the Flora 
and Fauna Guarantee Act (flora) and the Wildlife Act 
(fauna) . 

Even though particular development might pose a serious 
threat to a local occurrence of a taxon or ecological 
community, this is not relevant to listing if the taxon or 
community is not threatened with extinction already or as 
a result of the project. 

5.2 Information which must be included 

Identification of the nominated item. 

The FFG Act can require that a nomination be in a specific 
format and must be accompanied by a certain minimum amount 
of information; nominations without this information may not 
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be accepted. 

This requirement is not intended to make it difficult for 
people to make nominations, but rather to prevent delays 
in processing nominations. Nominators need to put up a 
reasonable case so that the Committee can quickly 'and 
efficiently make a judgement on whether an item is 
threatened or threatening and should be listed, or whether 
an item is no longer a problem and can be removed from the 
list. The Committee is not principally an investigating 
body but a decision-making committee. 

The current guidelines are that the following information 
must be included in a nomination: 

Nominator's name and address 

evidence to support eligibility for listing or removal from 
listing 

5.3 Form of a Nomination 

Ideally, a nomination would take the following form: 

For all items: 


NAME: 

Common name (of the taxon, ecological community or the 
potentially threatening process. I 
Scientific name (of the taxon). 

(The identification of a taxon (i.e. "taxonomy") must 
be accurate and proven. The Guarantee's credibility 
will suffer if a recommendation is made to liBt an item 
which is claimed by a nominator to be a certain taxon 
and is later shown to be incorrectly identified.) 

DESCRIPTION: 

General description of the item 

In the case of a taxon, a reference for a detailed 
description could be included. 

HABITAT: 

Typical environmental conditions where the item occurs 
e.g. climatic conditions, land or water type (e.g. 
fast-flowing streams, alpine heaths, rocky coasts in 
areas of high wave action), associations with 
particular species etc. 

DISTRIBUTION: 

Distribution of the item throughout Victoria, with 
more detailed description of specific sites if 
relevant. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: 

In the case of a taxon or ecological community, 
indicate the rarity of the item e.g. in terms of low 
abundance or restricted distribution. 

For taxa, indicate whether the item is listed on 
Victorian or Australian registers of rare or threatened 
species. 
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THREATS: 

Identify any threats which are affecting the item or 
might do bo in the future. 


SPECIAL NEED: 

If a taxon below the sub-species level or a narrowly 
defined community is being nominated, identify the 
additional special need to conserve it. 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA: 

Indicate which of the Sections 11(1), (2) or (3) of 
the Act (in section 4. of this paper) the item 
satisfies, and provide evidence for this view. 

(The evidence may have been presented in full in the 
sections on "Distribution", "Conservation status" or 
"Threats" above, but in this section a summary of the 
logic of the case should be provided.) 

REFERENCES: 

Provide references to back up any statements made in 
the nomination. Unsupported statements which need to 
be verified delay the Committee's consideration of the 
nomination. 


The Flora of Mitcham. 


J. Burns. 274 Church Rd Templestowe. 

From a lecture delivered before the Mitcham Naturalists Club 
18th November 1937 by J.W. Audas, FFSc. FLS. FRMS. FRSA. 

Mr J.W. Audas was a senior botanist at the National Herbarium 
Melbourne, in 1937. 

The purpose of this article is two fold: 

(1) To illustrate the diverse and comprehensive flora 
(Therefore fauna) of Melbournes Eastern suburbs pre- 
European settlement. 

(2) To complement the Flora & Fauna Guarantee Act of 1988 
and indicate those components of the Mitcham flora 
ecosystem which might have been saved from local 
extinction. 

Initially Mr Audas described Mitcham countryside thus "At present 
a fair extent of bushland under natural conditions is still 
exiBtent and easily accessible for observation and research." 
This bushland includes nine species of Eucalypts. (Today however 
the swamp gum. Eucalyptus ovata is nearly extinct, and the yellow 
gum restricted in occurrence). Mr Audas described 3 species of 
teatree ( Leptospermum species), and two paperbacks the scented 
and the swamp paperbark. Ab well native hazel (P omaderris 
opetula ) grew in trie gullieB (Now only along Mulum Mulum creekT 
and CasuarinaB (2 species), both very restricted. Also variable 
Proteaceae (5 species). Silver Banksia, Yellow Banksia, Silky 
Banksia and the Furze Banksia (with pungent foliage). Mr Audas 
also mentioned the Prickly Geebung (with oval edible fruits, 
(mainly Mulum Mulum creek now), the Austral Mulberry (now locally 
extinct), the wiBpy golden spray (V imin aria demdata since renamed 
V. juncia) and apparently is also in 19118 extincE in the Mitcham 
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area. The daintily flowering shrub golden tip (also locally 
extinct). Austral Indigo with blazing purple flowers (almost 
extinct) and the graceful climber H arde nbergia (Purple Coral- 
Pea) and the slender Twining Glycine both remain. In 1937 the 
Compositae family contained the largest number of members. These 
ranged from humble field and swamp daisies, to olearias (Daisy 
bushes), chineBe teatree. Everlastings, Cotulas, Pi 11ybuttons and 
Cotton Firewoods to name a few. The Lily family (18 species), 
the Iris family (7 species) and the Orchid family (34 species) 
were noted by Hr Audas. Perhaps over 50% of orchfds are now 
extinct around Mitcham. Certainly the few marshes or "damp 
meadows," Mr Audas describes are mostly under fill and house 
foundations today. Thus whole communities of moisture loving 
plants have vanished. 

These extinct members of bog and swamp include, the Tall Purple 
Flag (Pa tersonia l onqiscap a/ occidentalis ) one of Australia’s own 
iris, Gahnia aiebierana the red berried swordgrass, and Car ex 
i nversa (a swamp sedge 1. (These latter 2 plants alone comprise 
food plant for 8 different skippers and brown butterflies, 
Hesperilla and tleteronympha species.) Close at ground level, 75 
species of grasses abounded in the 30's including Forest Wire 
Grass ( Tetrarrhena juncea ) . This last ground cover along with 
a majority of the 1A other family members have disappeared today. 

Still remaining but in vastly reduced numbers, the creamy 
flowered Clematis , and 4 species of buttercup. So too the Forest 
Bitter Cress and Pepper Cress each with 4 petals, and each in 
minimal numbers. 

Originally inhabiting damp meadows, the Water Starwort and the 
Glittering Sundews or Droseras, insectivorous plants whose 
members appear to be all extinct today. In distinctive hues 
from white to red, the common heath remains today but other 
Epacrids doubtfully surviving are the green Ground-berry and the 
edible Cranberry Heath. 

The Black Nightshade and the Kangaroo apple remain today as do 
the two attractive members of the Correa family (Includes a 
question mark over Tetratheca ciliata with its "pink eyes") 

Mr Audus correctly described the district as generally, "too 
open for fern gullies", but in valleys bordering foothills (eg 
Mullum Mullum creek, Koonung creek headwater) were seen the screw 
fern rockfern, bracken fern, fishbone and shield ferns, delicate 
Maidenhair, soft waterfern and necklacefern” of rippling 
watercourses or shaded brushes." 

Mr Audus had already noted with orchids "Mitcham was always a 
favourite hunting ground for orchids but with so rapid an advance 
in settlement their range haB necessarily become restricted and 
more and more circumscribed." He described on the slopes of 
Quarry Hill (Municipal quarries) a fine forest of Eucalypts being 
cut down for firewood I Whilst the fine growths of Maidenhair 
Fern growing underneath these Eucalypts for protection, have 
withered and died. He described bright yellow flowered Guinea 
flowers, the bent Goodenias and white flowered Rice flowers 
adorning the nearby hill topB. This area has since been 
subdivided with a least 30 local species bulldozed. 

Mullum or Deep Creek is named as the beauty spot of the area and 


96 


Victorian Entomologist 19(6) December 1989 


















thus remains today, although even this last remaining gem is 
being threatened by the proponed Eastern Freeway extension. In 
all about 400 species of native and introduced flora were listed 
for the Mitcham area in 1937.. 

It is notable that several species amongst the extinct list are 
either recognised foodplants for lepidoptera or suitable nectar 
feeding platforms. 

In particular, the swamps or bog communities along with their 
moist habitat have been totally eradicated from Mitcham. A great 
loss to the integrity of the local landscape and ecology. It is 
almost certain the dull copper of Eltham, now protected was 
present in the Mitcham area pre 1930's since the host ant correct 
topography, suitable'rainfal 1 and old plentiful B uraaria spinosa 
foodplant were all present. (Remnants remain today). 

The following table illustrates Lepidoptera species extinct or 
assumed extinct, and the former foodplant now extinct (or 
severely depleted) 


Foodplant 

Buraaria spinosa 
Bursaria spinosa 

Gahnia aiebierana 
Carex Bpecies 

Danthonia grass, other native 
grasses 

Pater3onia longiscapa 
Eco system greatly destroyed 

Wattle/ant Ecosystem 
largely destroyed. 


Dependent species _ 

Dull Copper 

Bright Copper (May be one 
colony left on Mulum Mulum 
creek.) 

Chaostola skipper. Spotted 
mountain skipper. 

Banks Brown 

Cyrils Brown (One colony 
left at Heathmont) 

Maly zia skipper 

Small ant blue (Once seen 
along Mulum Mulum Creek.) 

Common Imperial blue 


Several other species should have been present pre 1937 based 
upon the described foodplants present, but insufficient data had 
been collected. 


References: "The Flora of Mitcham" lecture. J.W. Audas 1937 

Thanks to Andrew Pageant for verifications. 


Mr Tom Greaves 

Tom Greaves, a Founder Member of the Entomological Society 
of Victoria, passed away peacefully recently in Canberra. 
Tom was a life member of our Society, and one of its 
stalwart supporters over a very long period. Much of his 
working life was spent as a professional entomologist with 
CSIRO, where he was a recognised authority on the biology 
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of termiteB, and published a series of important papers on 
their ecology and control. He coauthored what was long the 
standard text on Australian Termites, published by CSIRO in 
1952. 

Many members will remember Tom's infectious enthusiasm: his 
reminiscences at our Jubilee Dinner in 1977 were a highlight 
of that evening. Tom remained fit, active, and continued 
his help to friends and colleagues until the time of his 
death. Our sympathy goes to his family. 


J.C. Le Souef Memorial Award, 1989 


The J.C. ('Zoo') Le Souef Memorial Award for 1989 has been 
made to Dr Gunther Theischinger of Engadine, N.S.W.. 
Gunther's energy, enthusiasm and productivity over a diverse 
range of insect orders are acknowledged by this Award. 
Since 1965 he has published around 120 papers on the 
systematica of Odonata, Plecoptera, Megaloptera and Diptera, 
and he is a recognised authority on these insects. lie has 
written two chapters on the new 'Insects of Australia' and 
he is currently concentrating on the taxonomy of Tipulidae, 
especially the vast genus Mo lop hilus. lie has recently 
visited the National Museum of Natural History, Washington, 
in connection with thiB work. 

Gunther's nominators also stressed his excellence as a field 
entomologist and his ability to stimulate and enthuse other 
people. His contributions to several difficult areas of 
Australian entomology, as an amateur, make him an 
outstanding recipient of this Award. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS REMINDER 

Please note: The 1990 subscriptions are now due and are 
at the new rates. Check the inside cover of the magazine 
for your appropriate rate. 
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B ookings for the Entomological Society of Vic t oria 1990 meeting s 


The Clunies-Ross Conference Centre 191 Royal Parade, Parkville 
Melbourne has confirmed bookings for 1990 as follows: 


GENERAL MEETINGS 


FRIDAY 16-02-90 
FRIDAY 20-04-90 
FRIDAY 15-06-90 
FRIDAY 17-08-90 
FRIDAY 19-10-90 
FRIDAY 14-12-90 


Auditorium 3 
Auditorium 3 
Auditorium 3 
Auditorium 3 
Auditorium 3 
Auditorium 3 


8.00-10.30 

0.00-10.30 

0.00-10.30 

8.00-10.30 

8.00-10.30 

8.00-10.30 


COUNCIL MEETINGS 


Room 210 


FRIDAY 16-03-90 
FRIDAY 18-05-90 
FRIDAY 20-07-90 
FRIDAY 14-09-90 
FRIDAY 16-11-90 


8.00-10.30 

8.00-10.30 

8.00-10.30 

8.00-10.30 

0.00-10.30 


Selected guest speakers, and novel theme nights are being mapped 
out at this moment. Also an excursion w ithin the suburban area 
has been mooted. The MMBW park at Braeside, gust opened in March 
is under consideration. The section normal closed to the public 
would be explored. 


DECEMBER SLUDGE FILE FOR MELBOURNE AND ENVIRONS. 

J. BURNS 

7 Ga hnia siebierana plants located in Clayton off Springs Rdd 
in the Namaljira Park ( ie open grassed paddocks) at the MMBW 
Retarding Basin. Three of these plants have obviously been 
mistaken for the introduced Pampas grass and concerted effort 
made to burn these into obliteration. This original swamp 
"Improved by council drainage work," must have been a wonderful 
swampy ecosystem with abundant entomology. This vandalism will 
be drawn to the attention of the Clayton Council. 

This location contains one pathetic 10 metre fenceline of Gahnia 
radula with one Bpotted skipper ( Hesperilla ornata) pupa but no 
skippers on the Gahnia siebierana . tHIb Is the closest to the 
Melbourne GPO, that I have seen Gahnia sieb ierana although in its 
undisturbed distribution pre European civiliza tion, would have 
extended at least to Sandringham along, Elster creek ie 8 km from 
Melbourne GPO. 
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The_P ossibil ity of (Hither to undiscovere d) n ew Lepidoptera 

species in Victoria 

J. Burns 274 Church Rd Templestowe. 

Early workers in Australian entomology worked in a fairly 
undisturbed and untouched outdoors where the discovery of new 
species was an imminent prospect. Indeed many workers have had 
their original species discoveries named after themselves (Even 
our own Gordon Burns has had one beetle named after himself. Zoo 
Le Souef discovered Crypsaqyra lesouefi in the Grampians.) 

Today the possibility of locating novel species of Lepidoptera 
is greatly diminished. 

I believe 2 outstanding possibilities for pa rticular species 
location and 2 general areas for species location remain imminent 
in country Victoria. 

A. The Case for Halyzia aleuropiB in East Victoria Halyzia 
a levropia Is a first cousin to the more common Hal yzia 
meaodina , found as far west as North Frankston (Originally 
found north to the Bayside Sandringham area.) until its 
Patersonia foodplant was wiped out. 

II. alevropia lives on the pale form of Pa tersonia ( aericea 
generally confined to alpine areas). At this point the 
Honaro Plateaux in southern NSW is the furtherest south 
that H. aleuropiB has been located. Yet the silky flag 
(Pate rsonia alevropi a) is found in Eastern Victoria. Unless 
bushfires have wiped the original colonies out, then there 
is every chance the alevropia skipper is in Victoria. 


B The case for Aniaynta albovenata in Western Victoria 

ThiB case has been treated extremely cleverly by Nigel Quick 
in the AUGUST 1985 issue of "Vic Ent." (Vol 15 No4,pp 55- 
561, I would only add that this species emerges in S.A. 
during August. Also the food plant occurs right across the 
state to Eastern Gippsland. Yet workers in Victoria have 
began searching in the Wimmera/Ma11ee area during October. 
PerhapB we have began the search too late in the season? 

1 The caae for Warm Temperate Rain Forest species 

ThiB poaaibility has been treated in the October 
(incorrectly printed as JUNE) issue of "Vic Ent" p 82-84 
the largest areas of W.T. Rainforest are 

(a) ARTE RIVER, LITTLE ARTE RIVER 

(b) MARTIN CK AND MAIN TRIBUTARY 

(c) JONES CREEK (UPPER GENOA RIVER) 


100 


Victorian Entomologist 19(6) December 1989 






















(d) Demro River 

(e) Mallacoota area/Croajingalong Nat Park. Including Benedore 
River. 


SUMMARY OF EXCURSION TO GREENS BUSH (SOUTHERN MORNINGTON 

PENIN SULA ) _ _ 

TIME 22nd October 

G roup Nu mber, 8 p r eaent including M ary Le Seoul 
Atmosph eric conditions; Cool, cloudy morn ing. Sunn y 17* C 
a fternoon. 

J. BURNS. 274 Church Rd. Tempiestowe. 

The excursion began with an entry walk through peat bogs (notably 
lined with Patersonia fragilis ,) to an area of thick heathland, 
and scrubby Leptospermum ■ Gordon and Joy Burns collected 3 
specimens of Stigmodera on this tea tree. 

Later the group drove to the main creek approach on the south 
of Greens Bush. Here at the car park entrance two escaped 
honeybee hives were investigated. The long trek down the 
gradually sloping valley of main creek was begun. Several small 
blue orchids were noted in the sand. At the bottom a flying duck 
orchid was observed also seen near the main creek itself. 

1 Gahnia darkeri (Tall swordgrass) in swamps near the creek 
and in tributaries to main creek. 

2 A batch of approximately 35 orange eggs freshly laid by 
D elia8 harpalyce on box mistletoe, (A myem a migueli )growing 
on a eucalypt. Several Deli as h arpa lyce noted, flying in 
the area. David Stewart has undertaken a photographic 
history of these developing eggs. - Look forward to the 
photos. 

3 2 1ightgreen larvae of Abeona alba f isca , the swordgrass 

brown collected on Gahnia clarkei plants. 

4 The Acacia melanox yIon trees assume semi-forest proportions 

and together with fine specimens of Olearia my rsinoides 
and Gahni a clarkei , attest to the relatively mild coastal 
climate here. 

Hopes of collecting Hesperilla picta on the Gahnia clarkei were 
dashed however, FrenchlsYand still remainsl 

A ll in al l, a warm friendly outing which enabled swapping of 
several thrilling anecdotes of previous trips, and a 
reconsideration of this southern extension of the Melbourne area. 
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